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MEETING NOTICE:

.r-l-hE Frl]"‘t FHHE TheMichigan City Amateur Radio Club will hold
it’snext meeting September 19th at 7:30pm.
Meetingsare held at Queen of All Saints School,
L ast month recent stormsripped L aPorte Woodland Ave & Barker, Michigan City.
County, two weeks, back toback. Onceagajn ARES& SKYWARN Information Netsareon
Skywar n spranintoaction. TheThursday Thursday Nightsat 8:00pm. Pleasecheck in
night gaveway to Skywar n nets. Duringthe and show your support, or even just to seeif

recent storm, 15 homesin theMichigan City | Yyour radiostill works. Netsareheld on
areahad minor to moder atedamage. L arge 146._970theW9LY repeater and 146.610 on
partsof the county waswith out power, some | thefirst Thursday of themonth.

for days. September i§nationa! prepar edness SIREN TESTS
month. Ask yourself, if | washit at home,.am | | Michigan City and LaPorte County conduct the
ready? Do you meansto operatearadioif Emergency siren test on the first Saturday of
you should lose power and phonelines? What | each month at 11:00am. LaPorte County wide
if you need help and your cell phonedoes net is 146.610, and Michigan City Local is on
wor k?Your amateur radio could beyour life 146.970. Early warning sirens saves lives, and
line. we need your help each month to assure they
ARE YOU READY? are working. For more information contact Jim

KBOMAS or Ken N9ZIP.

TEXASHOLDEM
Our TexasHoldem fund raiser ismoving
forwar d. Theorganization committeede-
cided to movethe event back to beheld
around thefir st of December. Thiswill allow

Saturday M orning Breakfest isheld at
MEMOQO'’S at 8:00am in themorning. Come
and join somegood friendsand club members
for breakfest. Thenumbersaregrowing, and

Usto get better organized. Nofirm datehas | Seatsfill fast.

been set. Thisevent isgoing to beour main

sour ceof income. Our duescan’t pay our TheHarbor Beam ispublished the Saturday,

annual expenses. Again weask your help. befor ethe next monthly club meeting, 12 times

Themorehelp weget from our members, each year, by theMichigan City Amateur Radio

thegreater our returnwill be. You can make | Club, P.O.Box 148 Michigan City, Indiana

adifference. 46361; for it’smembersand thoseinterested.
Inquiresand submissionsshould besent tothe

2008 MCARC ELECTIONSppS Har bor Beam Editor at our e-mail address

wlly@woly.org.




Michigan City Amateur Radio Club

TOWER PAINTING

Our theyears, Danny WIDW S, theowner of
our repeater tower, hasbeen very good us.
Not only do we have haverepeaterslocated
in oneof thehighest pointsin the county, the
tower sitehasbecomeour Field Day sitefor
the past few years. At our last meeting the
club voted torepaint thelower section of the
tower. AlsotheL aPorteand Porter County
Clubsarealsopitchinginonthisproject. It
isour way of saying“ Thank-you Danny” .

Tower paintingwill beon thethird Saturday

NCS's Wanted

Net Control Stationsarestill needed for the
Thursday Night Nets. Currently wehavetwo
and wecould oneor twomore. Our goal ishave
rotating schedulefor the Thursday Night Nets.

Maybeyou ran netsin year s past. Maybe you
arenew tothehobby. Either way runninganet
isagreat way tolearn vaulable skillsin han-
dlingradiotraffic. Itisnot hard tolearn. For
mor einformation contact our net manager, Todd
Miller, NORKY - E.C. at n9rky@arr|.net.

of September (9-22) 10am. Afterwardswe
will relax with cook out. On theFriday
beforewehopeto power wash theareatobe
painted.

Weneed your help. Themoremanpower we
have, the faster it go.

ThanksDanny for all that you have donefor
us.

Evenif you can’t help, comeout for the
picnicand enjoy thelast daysof summer.

Michigan City RACES News

Rostered Amateursarestill needed for our
local RACESteam. RACESisstill in for ma-
tion phase and soon wewill be seeking local
Amateurstoberostered. Therearemeny
reasonsway you should berostered. You don'’t
havetolivein Michigan City toberostered.
Rich Oberle KC9DJP hasbeen appointed as
thetraining Officer. Asan I ndianalaw en-
forcement instur ctor hewill bringtoRACESa
degreeof professionalism wedid not have
havein thepast. RACESwill not replace
ARES. Thetwowill beworkinghand in hand.
For moreinformation vigt:
http:/AMmww.w9ly.or g/mcr aceshtm

Thingsthat makeyou say “ Oh %" $%"



September |'s National
Preparedness Month

September isNational Preparedness
Month and Amateur Radio operators
arejoiningawidevariety of national,
stateand local organizations, including
theUS Department of Homeland
Security, in educating the public about
preparingfor emergencies. When
unexpected natural or man-made
emer genciesoccur, our greatest indi-
vidual defenseispreparedness. Get-
ting an emer gency supply kit, making
an emer gency plan, and identifying
preparednessand responser esour ces
within our communitiesar eseveral
thingswe can doto prepareour selves.
Thisnationwideeffort isto encourage
individualsand familiestotakesimple
stepsto preparefor emergenciesin
their homes, businesses and schools.
Freepreparednessresourcesarejust a
click away http://www.r eady.gov

Power ful Thunderstorms
Bring Damaging Windsto the
Region

A dtationary cold front combined with several
upper leve disturbancesprovided thefocusfor
power ful thunder stormsThursday and Friday
August 23-24. Thunder stormsraced thr ough
sectionsof northern Indiana, southern Michi-
gan, and northwest Ohioboth daysproducing
widespread wind damagein many areas. The
first round of thunder sor msdeveloped in west-

ern portionsof Illinoison the23rd and raced
toward theregion at speeds approaching 60
mph. Thethunder stormswer eresponsiblefor
widespread wind damage across | llinoisand
northwest I ndianaincluding the Chicagoland
area. By 4:00 pm CDT, the thunderstorms
rolled into L aPortecounty and subsequently

produced widespr ead damageacr ossL aPorte

and Berrien counties. A wind gust of 81 mph was

recorded at theMichigan City Lighthouseasthe

thunder storm complex took on a bowing/spear-
head shape...atypical featur e of thunder storms
that producedamagingwind. Numeroustreesand
power lineswer er eported toppled alongwith some
structural damagetobuildings. Therewerealsoa
few reportsof treesfalling onto cars. Luckily no
injuriesweresustained. Thethunder stormsalso
impacted the annual Michigan City Boat
Show...coincidentally oneyear totheday in which

thunder storm winds of over 100 mph produced

heavy damage to the area. The thunderstorms
continued to producewind damageasthey pushed
acrosssouthern Michigan and extremenorthern
Indianathrough theevening.

For morephotosvisit:
http:/Mww.skywar n.woly.or g/



FCC TO LOWER VANITY CALL
SIGN FEES SEPTEMBER 17

TheFCC will reducetheregulatory feeto
obtain or renew an Amateur Radio vanity call
sign by mor ethan 40 per cent starting Sep-
tember 17.1naReport & Order (R& O)
released August 6, “ Assessment and Collec-
tion of Regulatory Feesfor Fiscal Year
2007,” in MD Docket 07-81, the Commission
will cut thefeefromitscurrent $20.80to
$11.70. Thismarksthelowest feein the
history of thecurrent vanity call sign pro-
gram. TheFCC isauthorized by the Commu-
nicationsAct of 1934 (asamended) to collect
vanity call sign feesto recover the costs
associated with that program. Thevanity call
sign fee hasfluctuated over the 11 year s of
thecurrent program —from alow of $12toa
high of $50. The FCC saysit anticipates
some 14,700 Amateur Radio vanity call sign
“payment units’ or applicationsduringthe
next fiscal year, collecting $171,990 in feesfrom
theprogram.

Thevanity call sign regulatory feeispayable
not only when applying for anew vanity call
sign, but also upon renewing avanity call sign
for anew term. Thefirst vanity call sign
licensesissued under the current Amateur
Radio vanity call sign program that beganin
1996 cameup for renewal last year. Call
signsissued prior to 1996 arenot considered
vanity call signs, even if theholder wasable
torequest a specific call sign.

Amateur Radiolicenseesmay filefor renewal
only within 90 daysof their license expiration
date. All radioamateur smust havean FCC
Registration Number (FRN) befor efilingany
application with the Commission. Applicants
can obtain an FRN by goingtotheUL S
<http://wir eless.fcc.gov/uls/> and clickingon
the“New UsersRegister link. You must
supply your Social Security Number toobtain
an FRN.

TheARRL VEC will processlicenserenewals
for vanity call sign holder sfor amodest fee.
Theserviceisavailableto ARRL membersand
nonmember s, although L eague member spay
less. Routine, non-vanity renewalscontinueto
befreefor ARRL members. Trusteesof club
stationswith vanity call sgnsmay renew either
viatheUL Sor through aClub Sation Call Sign
Administrator, such asARRL VEC.

ARRL Letter

|sthe Hobby Growing?

ARRL member ship will exceed 152,000 at the
end of August. Thenumber of candidateswho
took ARRL VEC examsfrom January 1through
July 30 nearly doubled between 2006 and 2007,
from 16,954 t0 32,373.

Source ARRL

R TP

Because some of our member s have asked, we
now haveaweb forum pagefor thosewho have
ham related itemsfor saleor want to buy. While
wewereat it, weadded ageneral disccusion
groupsalso. Theseforumsarepart of our club’s
website, but you can accesstheforumsdirectly
or from our web site. It issimpleto get on, on
your first visit, select register and follow the
directions. After you register our forum adminis-
trator needsto assign you a security level. After
that hasbeen set you will have full accessto the
forums. Wealso haveaoption poll in the Gen-
eral Section. For faster setup, e-mail theclub at
wOly@w9ly tolet usknow you areregistered
and wewill turn you on. You can visit our siteat:
http://w9ly.or g/yabb
Thisisgreat toshareyour interest in thehobby
with other club membersaswell. Therearetons
of forumson theweb but oursiscentered around
theclub and it’smembers. Just another way to
keep in touch.



2008 MCARC ELCTION
OF OFFICERS

At our next meeting, thefloor will be open for
nominationsof officer sfor theupcomming
year.

Currently your officersare:

President: Ken Osborne, N9ZI P
VicePresident: Todd Miller, NORKY
Tresurer: Troy Harrison, KC9E
Secetary: Barb Miller, NOVLT

Board Member: John Phillips, KA9PGC
Board Member: Dan Foster, KCO9GFO

Electionswill beheld in October. In
October’sHarbor Beam wewill announce
those member swho ar e seeking office. The
Michigan City Amateur Radio Club isgrow-
ing and we need member sto step up and help
keep it moving forward.

Nominationsfor 2008 will betaken up tothe
call for election in October.

Thisyear Nominationsfor officecan be
posted intheM CARC General Forum site. I f
you know of amember who you feel would
make a good officer for our club, feel freeto
submit therename.

You can register for accessto MCARC
Forumsat http://w9ly.or g/yabb

Thingsyou need to know. For the office of
Treasurer, responisibities haveincreased
over thepast coupleyears. The Treasurer
will need tolearn Quicken Software. All of
our recordsour now computerized. Also, you
will need toknow basictax laws, what tofile
and when. TheTreasurer may beresponsible
for largeamountsof cash during our fund

raisers. If anew Treasurer isselected both the
outgoing and incoming Treasurer will have 2
monthsto makethetransition.

Thisisthefirst timewe posted the
responisibiltiesof the Treasurer’sOffice. Since
webecamea 501 (c) (3) thefunctionsof this
officehasexpanded from year spast.

Thisisnot to scareanyonefrom runningfor this
office. Itisnot that hard of aposition but itisa
very important position.

Wejust wanted all member sto havesomeidea
what thisofficerequires.

Theonly officethat isnot up for election isthe
office of Trustee. Our Trustee Dan

Vander plough KORQ holdsthisofficeuntill he
resignsor isremoved by themember ship.

Our club hasgrown over the past few years. We
hopeby electing a strong boar d we can continue
growing.

Thisisyour club. You havevoicein thedirection
our club takesintheyear ahead. If you want to
run for any office, you can tossyour hat inthe
ring. Just email theclub and your namewill be
added to ballot. Thisyear we had somenew
facestotheboard. They brought new ideasand
that helpsusto continueto grow. Maybeyou can
be one of the new faces next year.

2008 should bean exciting year for our club.

VOTE EARLY
VOTE OFTEN

| forgot, thisisnot Chicago.



