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Inthisaddition wehavein depth look at
DTV conversion. Over thenext few months
we hopeto explorethisissue. If you have
over theair DTV, wewould likeasignal
report for theHarbor Beam.

Field Day isaround thecorner.

Volunteersneeded for siren testing.

US& Cyber Warfare

MEETING NOTICE:

TheMichigan City Amateur Radio next
meetingisMarch 19th @ 7:30 pm at
Queen Of All Saints Schooal,
Woodland and Barker, Michigan City.

ARES& SKYWARN Information Netsareon
Thursday Nightsat 8:00pm. Pleasecheck in
and show your support, or even just to seeif
your radio still works. Netsareheld on
146.970the WOLY repeater.

SIREN TESTS
Michigan City and LaPorte County conduct the
Emergency siren test on the first Saturday of
each month at 11:00am. LaPorte County wide
net is 146.610, and Michigan City Local is on
146.970. Early warning sirens saves lives, and
we need your help each month to assure they
are working. For more information contact Bob
Smith NOROM or Ken N9ZIP.

ANNUAL DUESARE NOW
PAST DUE!

Your member ship duesof $12.00isnow due,
$6.00for students.

Duescan bepaid at the club meeting, or
mailed to our P.O. Box. Duesremained
unchanged in 2008.

Saturday M orning Breakfest isheld at
Memo’sat 8:00am in themorning. Comeand
join somegood friendsand club member sfor
breakfest. Thenumber saregrowing, and
seatsfill fast.

TheHarbor Beam ispublished the Satur day,
beforethe next monthly club meeting, 12 times
each year, by theMichigan City Amateur Radio
Club, P.O. Box 148 Michigan City, Indiana
46361, for it’smembersand thoseinterested.

I nquiresand submissionsshould besent tothe
Harbor Beam Editor at our e-mail address
wlly@w9ly.org.



Michigan City Amateur Radio Club

MONTHLY SIREN TEST

April 1st, LaPorte County 911 Center will
now behandlingall dispatch communica-
tionswith in LaPorte County. Thisencludes
themonthly siren test. Even with this

mer ger, LaPorte County and Michigan City
Early Warning Sirenswill still beon two
seper ate systems. The Michigan City
system isnow connected via phonelines
fromthe911 Center tothetransmitter in
Michigan City. Because of thismonthly nets
will still be on 146.610 (county wide) and
146.970 (Michigan City). Now, morethen
ever, we need volunteer sto monitorssirens
each month toensurethey areworking. If
thephone servicegoesdown for Michigan
City, thesirenscan still beactivated locally,
and at thetransmitter which islocated at
oneof thefirestations.

PICTURE OF THE MONT

TheabovepictureisMorgan. Thiswastaken
at Field Day asshe sat by thefiredrying out
after down pour from athunder storm that
camefrom nowhere. Morgan and her dad
Curtjoinusevery year at Field Day.

CLUBHISTORY
REVISTED

\

With theweather getting war mer, comespublic
service events. The above photo taken at the
Mar ch of DimesWalk-A Thon. Thispicturewas
taken around Mar ch 2004.

Whoisthat guy on left anyway?

If you have any old photos, send them to us.

LOCAL UPGRDAES

Bill Carter ABOQU EXTRA
Rich OberleKC9DJP Gener al

Congradulations




FIEL D DAY 2008 _YABBA DABBA DO!

OK,itisMarch but plansfor this
year’sField Day arein theworks. We
only havethree meetingsbeforethis
year sevent. Advance planningand
suggestionsareposted on theYabba
DabbaDoforum. If you haveany
ideasor suugestions, you can post
them on theforum or send use-mail at
theclub’se-mail address.

Thisyear’'squestion is: How can make
thisyears event even better then last
years?

Our new opinion poll on YabbaDabba
Doisabout Field Day. It’sa great way
totell uswhat you think.

AG9S Monster Tower

Thislocal tower issomethingyou don’t see
everyday. It isa pieceof local history. So
when theYL’scomplainsabout your simple
setup, show them thispicture. They’ll beglad
that only havewhat you have.

Photo submitted by K9RQ

In last monthsopinion poll theresultsarein.

Thepoll was, “What isyour favoritesnack?’
L ocal Amateur sresponded asfollows:
HostesHO HO's 50%
Hostes Ding Dong’s 20%

Hostes Cup Cakes 30%

What isyour YABBA DABBA DO?

Check out our new opinion poll. If you havenot
signed up yet, it iseasy. Visit http://w9ly.or g/
yabb and register. We haverecieved several
pollsfrom our member swhich will belisted in
thenext few months. Join and tell uswhat you
think. No onebut you will know how you voted
on any poll. Just another servicefrom MCARC.

In case you may not have noticed, the weekly
Thursday night nets(held on the WOLY system)
arenow on 146.970, 441.950 and EchoLink.
Duringthenetsboth repeater systemsare
linked together which allowsyou to check in
from either band. Because of ashort delay in
keying up both systems, please key up for one
second befor etalking. Now old friendswho
have moved away can check in and keep up on
what ishappeninglocally. Generally thelink is
kept open, for awhile, after thenet for those
on EchoLink wantingto QSO afterwar ds.

Give us your

Feedback
Visit uson theweb at: http://w9ly.org

Or E-Mail usat: wOly@w9ly.org



DTV “FACT OR FICTION ?”

With lesstheyear till analog TV isnothing
morethememory, weasamateursmay be
asked by otherswhat thisall means. There
isalot of confusion out there. Thereare
thoseyou aretryingto makeafast buck to
haveyou buy what you don’t need. We
hopewecan clear up what thisall means.

Many unscrupulousor uninformed, TV
dealersaretoutingUHF TV antennasas
HDTV antennas. Thetruthis, thereisno
differencebetween atraditional TV an-
tennaand aHDTYV antenna. Aslong asthe
antennacoverstheentireTV broadcast
bandwidth, including VHF (channels2-

13). Most stationsarecurrently broadcast-
ingdigital/HDTV signalson theUHF (14 -
69) Frequencies. On February 17th 2009
many of thesedigital/HDTV channelswill
begin broadcastingontheVHF (2-13)
frequencies. Toinsurethereception of all
freeover theair HDTV channelsafter this
transition, makesuretheantennayou
haveissuitablefor both VHF and UHF TV
reception. F.C.C. TV Channd Number
DestinationsAreavailableat
http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs public/
attachmatch/DA-06-1082A2.pdf

For examplechannel 2 (Chicago) will beon
channel 11. Channdl 11 will beon channéel
47. Channél 7 will stay on Channel 7.

FICTION Special TV antennasar e neces-
sary toreceivethe new over theair
HDTV/Digital signal.

FACT HDTV/Digital signal isand will
broadcast on the samechannel frequencies
that traditional analogtelevision hasbeen
broadcastingon for years.

FICTION all HDTV/digital signalswill be
broadcast on the UHF(Ch.14-69) fre-
guency band.

FACT Nearly every television broadcasting
market intheU.S. will haveat least oneor
moreVHF(Ch.2-13) and UHF(Ch.14-69)
HDTV/digital channels.

FICTION I will need toreplacemy current TV
antennatoreceiveover theair HDTV.

What do you need to get my local over theair
HDTYV channels?

Certainly not an HDTV antennabut you will
needaTV antenna. ATV with adigital tuner or
aset top digital tuner for your current analog
TV toconvert thedigital/HD signalsto analog.
TheTV antennaiscrucial toyour viewing
enjoyment. Any amateur knowstheold saying,
you can havegreat antennaand acrappy radio
and sound likeamillion bucks, or agreat radio
and acrappy antennaand sound likecrap. The
samegoesfor over theair TV reception. Inthe
past if your antenna system per formancewas
sub par you still could watch TV, thepicture
may be somewhat snowy but you could watchiit.
Digital/HDTYV reception isdifferent then ana-
log, with digital reception you either get a
crystal clear pictureor you get nothing at all.
People haveatendency to purchasethesmall-
est TV antennathey think they can get by with.
When theperformanceislessthen perfect they
said, oh well | guessthat’sthebest | can do. I f
consumer scontinuethispracticeand purchase
TV antennasthat arenot sufficient toreceivea
strong signal they will bevery disappointed and
beforced to purchaseanother TV antenna.
Bottom line, digital/HDTV receptionisall or
nothing, don’t scrimp on your TV antenna.




DTV Cont.

Thedigital tuner can either bebuilt intothe
TV or it can beaset top tuner that converts
thedigital signal toanalog so your current
analog TV will work. Many peoplebelieve
you havetopurchasean HDTV togetaTV
with abuilt-in digital tuner, thisisnot true.
Digital TV'sarenow on themarket that are
smply analog TV’swith built-in digital
Tuners. These TV’sarenot wide screen
likeHDTV’sand they cost much lessthen
an HDTV. Thepicturequality isnot quite
asgood asan HDTV but it’sbetter than an
analog TV picture. Soif your not ready to
spend themoney on anew HDTV you may
want toconsider astandard digital TV.

By law, beginning M arch 1, 2007, all televi-
sion reception devices(including TVs,
VCRs, DVRs, etc.) imported intothe U.S.
or shipped in inter statecommer cemust
contain adigital tuner. Retailersmay
continueto sell analog-only devicesfrom
existinginventory, but must prominently
display on or near theanalog-only devicea
Consumer Alert label with thisadvisory:
Consumer Alert
Thistelevision receiver hasonly an analog
broadcast tuner and will requireaconverter
box after February 17, 2009, toreceive
over-the-air broadcastswith an antenna
becauseof theNation’stransition todigital
broadcasting. Analog-only TVsshould
continuetowork asbeforewith cableand
satellite TV services, gaming consoles,
VCRs, DVD players, and similar products.
For moreinformation, call theFederal
CommunicationsCommission at 1-888-225-
5322 (TTY: 1-888-835-5322) or visit the
Commission’sdigital television websiteat:

www.dtv.gov.

Therefore, all television equipment being sold
should contain adigital tuner, or should be
identified at the point-of-saleasnot having one.
Beawar eof thislabel and thelimitationsof
analog-only devicesif you arepurchasinganew
TV or other TV equipment.

Itisimportant tounderstand that theDTV
trangtionisatransition from analog br oadcast-
ingtodigital broadcasting. It isnot atransition
from analog broadcasting to High Definition
broadcasting. Digital br oadcasting allowsfor
High Definition broadcasts, but High Definition
isnot required, and you do not need tobuy a
HDTV towatch digital TV. A Sandard Definition
DTV (whichissmplyaTV with aninternal
digital tuner), or adigital-to-analog converter
box hooked toan analog TV, isall that isre-
quired to continuewatching over-the-air broad-
cast television. Digital broadcast television
includes Standar d Definition (SD) and High
Definition (HD) for mats. You can watch High
Definition programming on a Standar d Definition
DTV (or onan analog TV hooked to adigital-to-
analog converter box), but it won’t bein full High
Definition quality. It isalsoimportant toknow
that Sandard Definition DTV sarecompar ably
priced tosmilar sized analog TVs.

Thegover ment isoffering discount coupons (up
to 2 per household) for thosewho need to pur-
chaseaconverter box for analogTV’s. Simply
visit theweb siteand request your coupons.

https./mww.dtv2009.gov/ApplyCoupon.aspx

All of thisisfor Over TheAir TV Reception. If
you havecableor adish you don’t need anything
else. With the cost of Cableand Satellitein-
creasing, many areswitchingto over theair

reception.

April wewill in depth review on DTV reception
for thearea. You may besurprised.



FCC DENIES PETITIONS
TO BRING BACK
MORSE CODE TESTING

The*“R& O” amended Section 97.501 to
removethetelegraphy requirement.In
reachingthisdecision, the FCC noted in the
R& O that “ oneof thefundamental purposes
underlyingour Part 97 rulesisto accommo-
dateamateur radiooperators ability to
contributetotheadvancement of theradio
art, and that the Commission had previousy
concluded that an individual’sability to
demonstrate M or secode proficiency isnot
necessarily indicative of hisor her ability to
contributetotheadvancement of theradio
art.” TheFCC also noted that another funda-
mental purposeunderlying Part 97 rulesis
“to enhancethevalue of theamateur service
tothepublic, particularly with respect to
emer gency communications, and that the
Commission had previously concluded that
most emer gency communication today is
performed using voice, data, or video modes,
becauseinfor mation can beexchanged much
faster usingmodesof communication other
than telegraphy.”

TheCommission ther eforeconcluded that
requiringan individual todemonstrateMor se
codeproficiency asalicensing requir ement
“did not further the pur posesof thePart 97
rules.” TheCommission alsofound that this
reasoning applied equally tothe General
Classand theAmateur ExtraClass, so*“it

r ¢ ected suggestionsthat the M or se code
requirement beeliminated for the General
Classlicensebut retained for theAmateur
Extra Classlicense.”

Gordon assertsthat “‘thefailureto keep the

M or secodetelegraphy requirement intact, at
least asarequired examination element for the
Amateur ExtraClassoperator license, failsto
takeinto consider ation thesignificant national
security implicationsthat requirer etaining ad-
equate examination safeguardstoinsurethe
viability that M or se codetelegraphy provides, not
only totheAmateur service, but thenation as
well.”” Gordon arguesthat therequirement should
beretained sothat amateur operatorscan act as
“a‘strategicreserve,’” becausethereis®no
assurancethat...voiceor digital modeswill even
beoperationally viablein futureemer gency
communication environments.”

The FCC wasnot persuaded, however, that elimi-
nating the Mor se code examination element will
affect national security or emer gency communica-
tions. “Weagreewith thecommenter swho point
out that requiring applicantsto passaone-time
telegraphy examination did not and would not
guaranteeasupply of skilled telegraphy oper a-
tors. Moreover, nothingintheCommission’s
decision preventsan inter ested amateur radio
operator from pursuing M or secode proficiency.”

TheFCC reterated their prior conclusionthat “an
individual’sability todemonstrate M or secode
proficiency doesnot further theunderlying pur-
posesof the Part 97 rules, i.e., to accommodate
individual contributionstotheadvancement of the
radioart and to enhancethevalueof theamateur
servicetothepublic. Accordingly, wedeny the
petition.”

Insummary, the FCC said neither petition as-
serted “any groundsfor reconsidering” thedeci-
sionintheReport and Order. “Webelievethat
theactionstaken therein will allow amateur
servicelicenseesto better fulfill the purpose of
theamateur service, and will enhancetheuseful-
nessof theamateur servicetothepublicand

licensees.”
ARRL Letter



The United Satesisin the
Midst of a Cyberwar

TheUnited Satesisin themidst of a
cyberwar andisnot prepared todeal withit,
top Defense Department and intelligence
officialsacknowledged thisweek.
“Cyberwarfareisalready here.... It’soneof
our major challenges,” said Defense Deputy
Secretary Gordon England at theannual
National Community Serviceand L egidative
Conferenceof the Veteransof Foreign Wars.

“I think cyberattacksar e probably analogous
tothefirst time, way back when people had
bowsand arrowsand spears,” hesaid. “ And
somebody showed up with gunpowder and
everybody said, ‘“Wow. What wasthat?'”
England made hiscommentsthe sameday
that the Pentagon released areport saying
that the 2007 cyber attacksagainst itsnet-
wor ksand those oper ated by other govern-
mentsaround theworld “ appear” tocome
from China.

During a SenateArmed Services Committee
hearing last week, Sen. John Thune, D-S.D.,
asked National I ntelligence Director Michael
McConnell if theUnited Stateswas prepar ed
todeal with threatsagainst military and civil
networ ksand information systems. “We're
not prepar ed todeal withit,” said McConnell,
identifying both Chinaand Russiaasadver-
sarieswho areattemptingto penetrate U.S.
information systemsand told the panel that a
key threat facing thiscountry isthe* sophisti-
cated ability of select nationsand nonstate
groupstoexploit and per hapstar get for
attack our computer networks.

theUnited Stateswas* in themidst of acyberwar”
and said therewer e 37,000 r epor ted penetrations
of government and private systemsin fiscal
2007".

McConnell alsotold the Senate Armed Services
Committeethat theability of an enemy to enter
information into systemsand destroy datain
financial, power distribution and transgportation
networksistheother threat that “ concernsusa
great deal.”

AccordingtoMcConnéll, U.S. military systems
arebetter protected than thoseoperated by
civilian agenciesor in theprivate sector. “ Sothe
question is, how do wetake some of thethings
that we' vedeveloped for themilitary side, [and]
scalethem acrossthefederal government? And
thekey question will be, how doweinteract with
theprivatesector ?”

Themilitary’scapability against cyber attacksand
network penetration reflectsthe substantial
investment the Defense I nfor mation Systems
Agency hasmadein infor mation systemssecurity.
DI SA hasspent $493.3 million from itsoperations
and maintenanceaccount on infor mation systems
security and assurancein 2007 and 2008, includ-
ing Defensewide secur e networ k access card
systems. Theagency hasasked for $316.6 million
initsfiscal 2009 budget. I n addition, DI SA spent
$69.9 million in procurement fundsover thepast
twoyears, and hasasked for an information
systemssecurity procurement budget of $45.8
million in 2009.

Thesefundsincludesupport for aComputer

Emer gency Readiness Team Coor dination Center,
and computer systemsthat includefirewallsfor
both classified and unclassified military networks,
demilitarized zonesto isolate Defense systems
from thelnternet and “honeypot” systemstolure
attackerstofakenetworksaway from real ones.

Sour ce: gover mentexecutive.com




