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Forgot tosend in your Club Dues? Therestill
istime. Annual duesare $12.00/$6.00 for
students. If you can’t attend the meeting,
please mail your duestotheclub’sP.O. Box.
Weupdating our member ship roster. I f you
have not paid your dues, pleasedo so.

Your dueshelp tosupport theclub and all
that it does. Our club can not grow with out
you. Even if you just usetherepeater sfrom
timetotime, pleasehelp support them.

JIM FONTE, K9FI / SK

Jim Fonte, K9FI passed away Sunday, Febr u-
ary 18, 2007. Jim wasalongtimemember of
theclub, aswell asagood friend to many. His
passing will bemissed by many of us.

For mepersonally, Jim was someonewho
alwayspushed metolearn moreabout our
hobby. When the NOAA transmitter was
installed, at our site, Jim wassomeonel could
turntofor help and advise. | will alwaysre-
member Jim assomeonewho wasalways
willingto help and sharehisvast knowledge.
Jim loved Amateur Radio. Hewasresponsible
for so many of usgetting our tickets.
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MEETING NOTICE:

TheMichigan City Amateur Radio Club will hold
it’snext meeting March 21st at 7:30pm.
Meetingsare held at Queen of All Saints School,
Woodland Ave & Barker, Michigan City.

ARES& SKYWARN Information Netsareon
Thursday Nightsat 8:00pm. Pleasecheck in
and show your support, or even just to seeif
your radio still works. Netsareheld on
146.970the WOILY repeater.

SIREN TESTS
Michigan City and LaPorte County conduct the
Emergency siren test on the first Saturday of
each month at 11:00am. LaPorte County wide
net is 146.610, and Michigan City Local is on
146.970. Early warning sirens saves lives, and
we need your help each month to assure they
are working. For more information contact Jim
KBOMAS or Ken N9ZIP.

Saturday M orning Breakfest isheld at
Memo's(formally Mulligans) at 8:00am in the
mor ning. Comeand join somegood friends
and club member sfor breakfest. Thenumbers
aregrowing, and seatsfill fast.

TheHarbor Beam ispublished the Satur day,
befor ethe next monthly club meeting, 12 times
each year, by theMichigan City Amateur Radio
Club, P.O. Box 148 Michigan City, Indiana
46361, for it’smembersand thoseinterested.
Inquiresand submissionsshould besent tothe
Harbor Beam Editor at our e-mail address
wlly@woly.org.



Michigan City Amateur Radio Club

ITSMARCH

Theweather isgetting war mer. Beforeyou
know wewill betalking Field Day. But with
war mer weather comesserverestorms.

When servereweather hits, our normal
meansof communucationsviaamateur radio
can cometo halt. Whileour repeater hastwo
back up systemsto keep it on theair, what
about you?

Our repeater isattached to back up genera-
tor in theevent of power outage. If that fails,
battery back upswill keep therepeater on
theair for several hours.

Thefollowingissomesimplesuggestions
that could help keep you on theair.

1. Have morethen onesourceof radio
communications. If your basestationsfails,
dueyou haveaHT or mableunit?

2. Isthebatteriesfor your HT charged all
thetime, with asparebattery?

3. Doyou havebattery backup at hometo
runyour radiosand isit on tricklecharge?

4. 1f you have gasgenerator, can it be
oper ated safely out door s?

5. 1f your Base Sationsantennashould be
damaged, doyou haveback up antennathat
you can switch toor put up quickly?

6. Remember cell phonesaretied to

har dwirephone systemsand can go down or
even betied up. If you need help, what will
you useif your normal mode of communica-
tionsshould fail?

AMATEUR RADIOINTHE MOVIES

If All the Guysin theWorld (original title Si tousles
garsdu monde...) (1956 film) A French film lar gely
devoted totheart of Amateur Radio. Jean Louis, ayoung
Parisian ham, receivesan SOS message sent from a
ship inthehigh seas. With the help of fellow radio
amateur saround theworld hetriesto prevent amajor
catastrophefrom happening. Thisisthefirst movie
appear anceof thecelebrated French actor Jean L ouis

Trintignant.

NAME THISAMATEUR

If you can namethisAmateur, you win. The
winner should watch their mail.

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

Thismonth weadded somethingnew tothe
Harbor Beam called Pictureof theMonth. It
may or may not haveany todowith amateur
radio. Thismonth’s ispictureof Sun Piller. The
setting sun reflecting from water vaporscre-
ated thisilliusion of apiller.

Do you have photo you you liketo share?
Send us a copy.



AMATEURWORD OFTHE MONTH
n JUST FOR FUN

Radio Wave Propagation

LUF: Lowest usablefrequency.

Meteor scatter: A remar kabletypeof propa-
gation caused by theionization by meteor s
(alsoknown as* shooting stars’) entering
theearth’satmosphere. M eteor sare small
rocksorbitingin spaceand every year on
certain dates, theearth passesthrough
streams of these meteors. When theearth
crossesan orbit of meteor s, meteor shit the
earth’satmosphere at a speeds of over
10.000km/h causing them they burn up at
extremely high temperatures. Theresulting
high temper atur esleavetracesof ionized air
behind them at 80-150km in altitude. Fortu-
nately for radio operators, thistrace of
ionized air can reflect radiowavesup to
500M Hz and sometimesbeyond. It can also
reflect HF signalsin therange of 30OMHz.
Each meteor entry resultsin aradiowave
scatter that can becategorized intoeither a
“ping” or “burst”. Pingsareshort openings
lasting afew secondsand bur stsar e open-
ingslasting for minutes. During meteor
storms(i.e., when meteor soccur at high
rates), both pingsand bur stscan occur so
regularly that long QSO’sarepossible. The
most famousmeteor shower iscalled the
Perseidsand it occurswhen theearth
crossesthe Per seid meteor orbit around
August 12th of each year. Thisparticular
shower isknown to haveup to 120 meteors
per hour. For instance, in 1994 the Per seids
supported radio conver sationshaving strong
signal strengthsfor several hoursand the
skip distancesranged from 200 to 1800km.
However, meteor scatter contactsare usu-
ally morebrief; and aresult, APRSand VHF
packet radioisconsidered to bea good
meansof communication during meteor
shower sduetothe mode’ sshort packets of
data containing useful infor mation such as
thetransmitting station’scallsign aswell as
location in each packet sent.

Easy Weather Questions

Question 1

Scientistshavedeter mined that if welisten very car efully
tothesound thiscreaturemakes, wecan deter minethe
current temperaturequiteprecisely. Thiscreatureisa:

a) wooly worm
b) cricket

¢) bumblebee
d) penguin

Question 2

Which of thefollowing hasthedistinction of being the
only month in which atropical scorm hasnot formed on
theAtlantic Ocean?

a) January
b) February

c¢)March
d)April

Question 3

Which of thefollowing does Punxsutawney Phil eat at his
regular meal?

a) fresh ground beef
b) broccoli and cauliflower

c) sirloin steak
d) dog food

Question 4

Asroofsbecome steeper, generally the climate becomes
war mer.

TRUE

Question 5

Washing your car isanecessity in Indianaduringthe
winter to prevent rust forming from salt accumulationson
theroads. Which of thefollowing materialsisalso used to
treat slick highwaysin the United Sates?

FALSE

a) peanuts

b) corn
C) potatoes
d) bananas



REMEMBERING

Jimloved radio. That pretty much somesit up.
Not only did heloveAmateur Radio, it washis
profession. Intheabovephoto, Jim worked

on puttingtogether asmall beam.
- .

Aswith any project, Jim did thewor k while
otherslooked on. Jim waspr efectionist and
wejust stood by tryingto stay out of hisway.

Of cour se, when hewasdone heloved to
show off hiswork followed by installingthe
radiosand other equipment in the cabnet.

Tosum everything up, thiswasJim.

Thiswashislife. Right now Jim ismost
likely buildingaradioand calling CQ.

ARESNEWS

ARRL’'s EMERGENCY PLANNING REPORT
RELEASED

Thefull report can beveiwed at thefollowing

link: http://www.arrl.or g/announcefr eports-2007/

january/NERPC-32aa.pdf
Again it reforcesthefact theweasAmateurs

need tobeprepaired and trained. With NIM S
becomingthenormitisinportant for Amateurs
tounderstand NIM Sand thecommunicationswe
well be handled during an emer gency.

Inbrief thereport statestheamateur sshould
takethefollowing cour ses.

ARRL'SARECC Levd 1,

Red Crosscombined coursein Adult CPR/Fir st
Aid Basics,

Red Crosslntroduction to Disaster Services,
FEMA 1S-100 (Introduction to

Incident Command System),

FEMA 1S-200 (ICSfor Single Resour ceand
Initial Action Incidents) and

FEMA 1S-700 (National I ncident M anagement

System).

TheFEMA coursesarefreeand can betaken
on-line.

Also Amateur swho may becalled towork with a
gover mental agency will need to havetaken the
threeFEM A cour ses. Communicationsand the
way we communicateduring aemergency has
changed. Itisnolonger smply passingtraffic
and ARESand RACESand thelanguagewe
would usehaschanged with along with it.

Weask that when you have completed the

NIM S coursesto send usor e-mail your course
passing letter. Thisdatawill beforwarded to
Emer gency M anagement so that they can begin
buildingapool of trained radio operators. If you
have any questions on these cour ses, you can e-
mail theclub at wOly@w9ly.or g.




Welcome New Hams
and Upgrades

Febraury 26th wasabusy day for our local
VE Team. With thedrop of thecode, a
number of amateur stook advantage.

With therecent testing session, seven came
out on cold winter evening. With thiswenow
havetwo new Tech’sjoiningtheranks, along
with four upgradesto General.

HF netsarereportingaflood of newAG’s
checkingin. Regardlessof your position of
thecodebeing dropped, early reportson the
HF netsseemsto support that thisisthe shot
inthearm HF needed.

Theavalanche of Amateur Radio licenseand
licenseupgradeapplicationsprompted by the
FCC’selimination of Morsecodeasalicens
ingrequirement iswell under way with noend
insight. ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma,
AB1FM, reportsthat paperwork from upward
of 450 Amateur Radio exam sessions, most
held sincethe new ruleswent into effect
February 23, arrived thisweek, morethan her
department seesin amonth under “normal”
circumstances. TheARRL VEC hashad to
add per sonnel and scheduleextended hoursto
keep up with thewor kload.

"We' ve been seeing some of the largest
brand-new Technician sessionsever,” Somma
said. “ These examination sessions ar e huge,
and aton of newTechnician licenseapplica-
tionshasbeen coming in — sometimes 60 or
70at aclip.” Sommasayslicenseupgrade
trafficalso hasbeen brisk, and, with some 650
examination sessionsalready on the calendar
for March and morearrivingdaily, it doesn’t
look likethe pacewill slacken anytime soon.
Asof February 25, therewer eapproximately
324,200 Technician licenseesin the US—
mor ethan any other licenseclass. | wonder
how many of thesewill upgrade.

Tnx: ARRL Letter

MCARC SPRING FUND RAISER

Asyou know, thisyear wewill not host Hamfest.
At our last meeting, themember ship cameup a
ideaof having araffle. Thisyear will beraffling
off a WorldNav 3100 GPS unit. This unit
retailsfor $399.00. Ticketswill besold for $3.00
each with thedrawingtoheld on Field Day
Sunday.

ThisGPSunit can be used by anyoneand should
appeal Amateursand Non-Amateursalike.

We ask that memberspick up ticketsto sell as
soon aspossible. Thisfundraiser isour only
sour ce of incomefor theclub.

We need your help and support. On page6, of

theNewsdletter wehaveaflyer which you can
print tohand out.

Boylston SL
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SKYWARN NEWS

Another weather spotter training classhas
comeand gone. Thisyear we had about 60
residentsof L aPorte County become
weather spotter sfor the National Weather
Service. Also the advance classthat was
held had about 360 attend.

Thisyear wehad anumber of policeofficers
and fireman attend thebasic class. Thisyear
wer olled out anew program by which non-
amateurscan send usweather reportsin real
timeusing I nstant M essenger. Spotter swho
want to send usreportscan logon to
weatherreport@w9ly.orgusingIM.



MICHIGANCITY
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

SPRING RAFFLE

WorldNav 3100 Deluxe
Moble GPS

Boylstan SL

Retail Value $399.00
$3.00 Per Ticket

WorldNav 3100 Features
Automaticreroute
Voicedirections
Play mp3
Watch movies
2D or 3D viewing
All 50 states, plusCanada
Vehiclepower cord or battery for portableoperation
Select route -shortest , fastest , toll free
Day or night screen
1lgigmemory cardinstalled
Windshelld mounts
USB connector

For mor einfor mation
Visit uson theWeb
http:/Mmmww.w9ly.org



The Mi | i tary Af f i | iate Radio
System Needs You!

Are you an Amateur who wants to use your
equipment and skills to serve our country and her
people? Consider joining the Military Affiliate Radio
System (MARS). Being an Amateur Radio Operator is
arequirement to be amember of MARS. Are you a
Novice or Technician without the necessary
privileges? No worries —as long as you have any
class of Amateur Radio license you can operate the
HF Department of Defense frequencies assigned to
MARS. MARS offers a training program, daily
opportunities to participate in nets or pass traffic, and
a chance to support the security of our country in a
way that no other volunteer organization can. MARS
operates primarily at the state level and in Indiana
there are some exciting new missions. In addition to
the regular traffic handling requirements, Indiana
Army MARS has been given a national mission to
provide emergency communications support to the
Transportation Security Administration. During
regular operating conditions, every state runs daily
nets providing plenty of opportunities to learn
through on the air training as well as test your
equipment and your operating skills. MARS
communicates on HF and VHF in many modes with
the most common being voice, PACTOR, and MT63.
MARS also maintains its own Winlink 2000

network worldwide with HF, VHF, and Telnet nodes.
Contact Troy Harrison KC9E at 219-874-9572

kc9e@sbcglobal.net or on the MCARC repeater to
find out more and become part of the team!




