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> he Front Page

L ast month, weheld our annual Christmas
Party. Wehad agreat turn out, and everyone
had agood time. Good food and friends, what
could bebetter?........

I[t’'sanew year and wehavelot on thetable
for thisyear. Our annual Hamfest in March.
Field Day in June, and VHF QSO partyin
September, not tomention all thepublic

MEETING NOTICE:
TheMichigan City Amateur Radiowill hold it’s
next meeting on Wednesday, January 18th at
7:30pm. Wemeet at Queen of All Saints School,
Barker and Woodland Ave.

ARES& SKYWARN Information Netsareon
Thursday Nightsat 8:00pm. Please check in
and show your support, or even just to seeif
your radio still works.

Saturday M orning Breakfest isheld at
Mulligan’son US20 at 8:00am in the mor ning.
Comeand join somegood friendsand club
membersfor breakfest. Thenumbersare
growing, and seatsfill fast.

service eventswe will have. We are already
planning for theseevents. Thisyear wewill
havesurprise. It isour goal to makethese
eventsbetter and moreenjoyablethen last
year. Anyone having any ideason these
eventsisasked to please e-mail theclub. It is
never toearly tostart planning. Alsoif you
haveaevent that other club membersmight
beinterested in, let usknow about it.

AMATEUROFTHEYEAR

Each year our club selectsoneof it’'smembers
astheBest Ham of theYear. At our Christmas
Party thisaward wasawar d to Ron and Rowena
Sahoviak. They recieved so meny nominations
thisyear the selection was easy to make. With
out Ron and Roe, wewould not havea Hamfest.
| guessyou could say, they arethe Hamfest.
They alsomaintain therepeater siteby mowing
thegrass, and trimming trees. We even have
seen Roe picking up applesoff theground that
havefalling.

CongradulationsRon & Roe

Best Hams of the Year



Michigan City Amateur Radio Club

A New Year isHere

A new year ishereand annual club duesare
now due. Club Duesare $12.00 a year, $6.00
for students. Your dueshelp support your
club’sactivitiesand events, aswell asthe
Harbor Beam News-L etter.

Thisisyour hobby. Thisisyour club. Please
help support it. Please get your duesin as
soon as possible.

January and February wewill beup dating
our member ship records. Our club printsout
our membership liststoall new club mem-
bersasapart of theclub’swelcome pack-
age. Wewill also publish our club’smember-
shipin March’sedition. Wewill alsobe
updatingtheHarbor Beam mailinglist. As
you pay your dues, please also update your
information. When you pay your dues, on a
piece of paper, pleaseincluded your name,
call sign, current mailing addr ess, and your
e-mail address. Theclub can provideyou a
club email addressthat redirectsincoming
e-mailstoany valid e-mail address. For
example, our President can bereached at
n9zip@w9ly.org. L et usknow if want aclub
e-mail address.

BRAIN TEASER!
WHEN IS

23:59:60 UTC?

A A

Anwser on page 5

January’s City Wide Siren Results

Thismonth Amateur sreported all early warning
sirensin Michigan City werefunctioning nor-
mally. Thank you, KBOWZI, NO9DSN,
KC9GFO,KA9PGA, KO9ET, WD9BDW, and
NOZIPfor timeand efforts. With out you we
can’t doall that wedo.

SKYWARN SPOTTER TRAINING

L aPorte County will hold it’sannual Spotter
Training on Wednesday Febraury 22nd at
6:30pm. Thisclasswill beheld at theMichigan
City, City Hall and isopen tothepublic. Mark
your calandars.

SATURDAY INFORMATION NET

TheSaturday information isheld every
Saturday at 9:00am on 146.610.

Alsothewet net isheld every morningon
146.610for your rain/snow reports.

SIREN TESTS
Michigan City and LaPorte County conduct the
Emergency siren test on the first Saturday of
each month at 11:00am. LaPorte County wide
net is 146.610, and Michigan City Local is on
146.970. Early warning sirens saves lives, and
we need your help each month to assure they
are working.

TheHarbor Beam ispublished the Satur day,
befor ethe next monthly club meeting, 12 times
each year, by theMichigan City Amateur Radio
Club, P.O. Box 148 Michigan City, Indiana
46361; for it’smembersand thoseinterested.
Inquiresand submissionsshould besent tothe
Harbor Beam Editor at our e-mail address
wlly@w9ly.or g.



AMATEURWORD OF THE MONTH

K-Index

A three hourly index of geomagnetic
activity relative to an assumed quiet
day curve for the recording site. K index
values range from O -very quiet- up to 9
-extremely disturbed.

THE FOX

Oneof our goalsthisyear, isto help spread
theknowledgefrom older experienced
amateur sto thosewho may new tothe hobby.
In keepingwith thisgoal, our club will bring-
ing back Fox Huntsas soon asthe weather
getswar mer. Not only are Fox Huntsfun to
beapart of, but they allow usto experiment,
lear n and grow within our hobby.Thebasic
concept issimple. Everyonestartsfrom one
placein search of ahidden transmitter. Who
ever findsit first wins. John Phillips,
KA9PGC hasaggreed tobeour clubsFox
Hunt Chairmen. Hisgoal isstart the season
simpleand expand from there. Anyonewho
hasideasor suggestionsshould contact John.
It’sbeen anumber of yearssinceour club
last had a Fox Hunt. A Fox Hunt isjust one
way for you to havefun with your hobby. As
soon astheweather get war mer, we will
publish when our first Fox Hunt will beand
thebasicground rulesfor thefirst hunt.

NEW AMATEUR REPORT

Jerry L Way, WB9PJH
311 W 14th &
LaPorte, IN 46350

AlanV Tietz, KCIGJ
3A3LITCHFIELDRD
KINGSFORDHEIGHTS, IN 46346

AREAHAMFESTS
MCARC SPRING FLING
March 25th, mark your calendars.

CANADIAN HAMS TO LOSE 220-222 MHz

Industry Canada will reallocate the 220-
222 MHz portion of 220-225 MHz from the
Canadian amateur service to the mobile
and fixed services. Under the provisional
reallocation, which will take effect Janu-
ary 25, the amateur service will be allo-
cated the 219-220 MHz subband on a
secondary basis. Additionally, the ama-
teur service may be permitted use of
220-222 MHz “in exceptional circum-
stances on a secondary basis to assist in
disaster relief efforts.”

ARTICLESFOR SALE

Do you have somethingto sell, or looking for
somethingtobuy? TheHabor Beam offers
spacetoplaceyour ad. TheHarbor Beam
reachesmorethen just our club members. Any
onewith internet accesscan read theHar bor
Beam and seeyour ad. After all thepriceis
right. Submissionsshould bee-mailed tothe
club aweek beforethenext club meeting.

VANITY CALLS
TheFCC hasannounced that routine processing
of Amateur Radiovanity call sign applications
resumed Wednesday, January 4, 2006. TheWire-
lessTelecommunicationsBureau (WTB) sus-
pended vanity processingin September asan
indirect result of itshurricane-related extensions
of certain regulatory and filing deadlines.

A Christmas Surprise

At theclub’sannual Christmasparty, club mem-
berspresented club President Ken Osborne,
N9ZIPwith an OutstandingAmateur award. This
awar d waspresented by club Vice President
Todd Miller, N9RKY on behalf of themember-
ship for outstanding contributionstoAmateur
Radio. Needlessto say, Ken a.k.a Zippy was
totally surprised and at alost for words. Theonly
wor dsthat comesto mind isThank-you. This

awardreally meansalot.



APRS
akaTheAutomatic Position Reporting System

L ast month wereported on anew APRS
Digipeator beinginstalled at therepeater Site.
Some of our member smight bewondering
what APRSisall about. Thismonth wewill
giveyou quicky over view on APRS.

APRSisset of sharewar e/freewar e programs
that areavailablefor DOS, Windows,
Macintosh, Unix, PalmOS, and WinCE oper -
ating systems. By alargemaj ority, most
APRSuserslikeUIl-View32, especially when
combined with Under tow Softwar e Precision
Mapsv7.0. Whilemost APRS applications
requireasharewarefee, Ul-View32 can be
registered asfreeware, and themapsCD is
about $50, whileotherslikeusing WinAPRS.
If you don’t already have a copy of APRS, the
first thingyou’ Il need todoisdecidewhich
ver son you want torun, then download it.
Remember, most of these programsare
sharewar e software. Each version of APRSis
fully functional. If you decideyou likeit, then
look up theregistration information and send
in your sharewarefeetotherespectiveau-
thor. MacAPRSis$50, and WinAPRSis $60.
Each version of APRS hasabasic map set
that includeswor [dwide, continental USA, and
regional maps. Thesego down to somedetail,
but to get better detail you’ll need to down-
load mapsfor theversion of APRSyou are
operating. Next you’ll need tointerfacea
TNC (Terminal Node Controller)

and aradiowith your computer. If you'rean
old timer with packet communications, you
already haveyour gear installed. Finally,
you’ll need to set your radiototransmit onthe
APRSfrequency of 144.39 MHz.

Saying all that what iSAPRS?

APRSisadvanced form of packect radio. Itis
softwar e based, and very easy to use. Mobles
with APRSand GPSunitsinterfaced together

can transmit their exact location alongwith
showingtheredirection of travel and current
speed. But it doesnot stop there. APRS allows
you send and recieve text messages as well.
With all thee-mail and cell phonesthismay not
seem important. But then, why dowestill talk on
Amateur Radio? I f phonelinesgo down, e-mail
stopsand cell phonedon’t work APRSwill still
be sending messages.

APRSisalso connected totheinternet in meny
locationsthrough out thecountry and around the
world expandingthereach of APRS, makingthe
network stronger then theold packect radio
network.

APRS userscan also recieve up to dateweather
bullentins. Whilethismay not beimportant for
homestations, but for thetravelingmaoblesta-
tionsand weather spottersthiscan bevery
valuable.

If you want experiement with APRSwith out any
cost, all you need isthe shar ewar e softwar efor
your computer and ainter net connection. L et it
run, open theworld map and how meny amateurs
around thewor|d useAPRS.

For me, when | first got started with APRS, the
fun wastryingto seehow meny contacts| could
makear ound theworId. SoundslikeaHF user
for thefirst time. Now | have APRS QSO’swith
afew new friends. Likerepeator communica-
tions, therearedead spotsin thecountry. But un
like repeator communications, each APRS
station isanother link in thenetwork making it
stronger. You may not beabletoreach a
digipeator, but aAPRSoperator afew miles
away can. Thereforeyou run your packects
through your neighbor. Thisisthenetwork.

TheMichigan City Amateur Radio Club
sponsersadigipeater at therepeater site. Not
only doesservethe Toll Road, but it covers
Northern Indianaand South West L ower Michi-
gan. For moreinformation on APRSyou can
contact Ken N9ZIPat n9zip@w9ly.org.



- theactual local timewill ther eforedepend on
thetimezone. Only regionsintheUTC timezone
will add the second just beforemidnight, for time

JUST FOR FUN

If you haveinter net accessand you would
liketo see APRS stationsin our area, use
thefollowingurl:
http://db.apr swor |d.net/datamart/sear ch.php
Enter thecall sign N9ZI1P-15

(our digipeator) inthesearch box and amap
showing our repeater slocation will appear.
Onthebotton of themap click on Near by
Sationsand other APRSIin theareawill
show up.

&WH EN1S23:59:60 UTC?

It iswhen aleap second isadded to keep the
clockssynchronized with theEarth'srotation,
asit occurred 12-31-05. Thesecond isthe
baseunit for moderntimekeeping. The
second was previously defined based on the
Earth'srotation, but becausemoder n atomic
clocksaremoreaccuratethan theEarth's
rotation thedefinition waschanged in 1967. A
second iscurrently defined asbeingthe
duration of 9,192,631,770 periods/oscillations
of radiation from a Cesium-133 atom at the
ground state. TheEarth isrotating slower
and slower over time, whiletheatomic clocks
arenot sowing down. On oneaver ageday
thedifferenceisaround 0.002 seconds, which
meansaround 1 second in 500 days. I n or der
to synchronizetheatomic clockswith the
Earth'sobserved rotation, theatomic clocks
areoccasionally instructed toadd an extra
second —the leap second. L eap secondsare
inserted so that thedifference between the
UTC (Coordinated Universal Time) and UT1
(mean solar time- observed Earthrotation) is
kept below 0.9 seconds. L eap secondsare
inserted at theend of June or December as
an additional second after 23:59:59UTC
(Universal Time Coordinated). Theadditional
second isthe 61st second of thelast minute
of themonth, and it iswritten as23:59:60 (or
11:59:60 PM in 12-hour format). The second

isinserted at thesametimeall over theworld

zoneseast of UTC, the second will beadded the
next day (first day in January or July), for time
zoneswest of UTC, the second will beadded
earlier onthesameday asfor UTC.day asfor
UTC.

Thesecond wasinserted likethis, intheUTC
timescale, and corresponding timeselsewherein
theworld. (2005-12-31 means December 31,
2005, and 2006-01-01 meansJanuary 1, 2006).

UTC DateUTC TimeL ocal timeworld-wide
2005-12-3123:59:57Corresponding times
2005-12-3123:59:58Cor responding times
2005-12-3123:59:59Cor r esponding times
2005-12-3123:59: 60L eap second added
2006-01-0100: 00:00Cor responding times
2006-01-0100:00:01Corresponding times
2006-01-0100: 00:02Cor responding times

NOW YOU KNOW!

CQ ISS-CQ ISS

The best time to catch International Space
Station (ISS) Expedition 12 Commander
Bill McArthur, KC5ACR, on the air from
NA1SS is during a weekend. Now about
halfway through his six-month duty tour,
McArthur already has more than 300 ca-
sual contacts in his log, and he’s eager to
up the count.”Weekends seem to be Bill’s
favorite time to operate,” says Amateur
Radio on the International Space Station
(ARISS) Ham Radio Project Engineer Ken-
neth Ransom, N5VHO. “The weekend has
few scheduled activities, so the crew may
operate anywhere from 0800 until 2200
UTC.” But Ransom says McArthur also
operates in his free time on weekdays, and
that includes his lunch hour, scheduled
around 1200 to 1400 UTC. “Bill has occa-
sionally operated in this time during the
week,” he told ARRL. The NA1SS worldwide
voice and packet downlink frequency is
145.800 MHz. In Regions 2 and 3 (the
Americas, and the Pacific), the voice uplink
is 144.49 MHz.



AMATEUR RADIO NEWS FROM
AROUND THE COUNTRY

ECHOLINK SAVES A LIFE

Echolink has helped to save the life of a
United Kingdom ham radio operator.
This, according to a posting on the
QRZ.com webisite which describes the
recent incident in detail. It began on
December 29th when Reg Rapson,
KC8YCZ, in Deckerville Michigan and
Stephen Smith, WA4VWYV, of Pawcatuck,
Connecticut received an urgent relay
over the Missing Lynk Echolink intercon-
nect from J. E. Caldwell, G4AWDI that
simply said “Help.” It seems that
Caldwell was suffering a heart attack
while talking on the radio from his
home. KC8YCZ says that the group had
the paramedics dispatched to G4WDI’s
Q-T-H. Several operators on Missing
Lynk who were located in Indiana, Ari-
zona and Washington were directly
involved with the rescue. Late word is
that GAWDI is recovering nicely from the
ordeal. (QRZ.com)

The FCC has sent a letter to a repeater
trustee regarding the on the air language
used by some of the systems users.
Receiving the notice was Jeff Jurenka,
KD6GDB, of Santa Monica, California who
the FCC identifies as the trustee for the
KB6HOG system. The complaint against
the K6HOG alleges language violations
and lack of control of the repeater. The
FCC says that repeaters and every other
type of Amateur station must have a
control operator to ensure compliance
with Commission rules. The letter did not
elaborate on the exact nature of the
language content that the complainant
found to be objectionable. (FCC)

Sago, West Virginia where the lone
survivor of a coal mine explosion ap-
pears to be a ham radio operator. Ac-
cording to news reports, Randal McCloy
Jr, KC8VKZ, is in critical condition and
receiving Oxygen Therapy in a Pennsyl-
vania hospital’s Hyperbaric Chamber. An
explosion early Monday, January 2nd
trapped the 26 year old McCloy and 12
other miners more than two miles inside
a mountain. The blast also released
toxic carbon monoxide that prevented
rescuers from reaching them for more
than 40 hours. Only Mr. McCloy survived
but doctors fear that he has suffered
damage to his heart, kidneys, lungs and
possibly his brain. He is listed in critical
condition and is expected to remain at
Allegheny General Hospital in Pittsburgh
until further notice. The bodies of the
other 12 men were removed from the
mine on Wednesday, January 4th. Light-
ning is believed to have caused the
blast.

Northern IndianaHam on National Radio

OnJan. 8, 2006 Amateur Radiowasgiven

cover ageon theNational Talk Show “ Talking
With Heroes.” Emery M cClendon, KB9IBW
wasone of theguestson thehour long show, and
answer ed questionsabout Amateur Radio, and
theroleof ARMAD /Amateur Radio Military
Appreciation Day. Theshow highlightsor ganiza-
tionsthat support theeffortsof our military
member sand veterans.

Great Job Emery



