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It’'sanew year. Last year wasfilled with fun,
excitement. Thisyear our plansour to have
just asmuch fun, if not more. Aswith every
January, your club duesarenow due. Dues
will remain unchanged, $12.00 ayear and
$6.00 for students. Duescan be paid at the
meeting or mailed totheclub’sP.O. box.
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Thisyear isgoingto bring somemajor
changestotheclub. Thisyear wewill not
host Hamfest. Assad asthat sounds, small
Hamfestsareadying bread. With high cost
of gas, attendance hasbeen steady dropping
each year. Wewill bringtotheclub anew
major project. Detailswill beforth comming.
With thisproject, wehopetoreally expand
our clubinwayswecould only imagine. As
with any project, wewill need your help, and
asmuch help aspossible.

MEETING NOTICE:

TheMichigan City Amateur Radio Club will hold
it’snext meeting January 17th at 7:30pm.
Meetingsare held at Queen of All Saints School,
Woodland Ave & Barker, Michigan City.

ARES& SKYWARN Information Netsareon
Thursday Nightsat 8:00pm. Pleasecheck in
and show your support, or even just to seeif
your radio still works. Netsareheld on
146.970the WOLY repeater.

SIREN TESTS
Michigan City and LaPorte County conduct the
Emergency siren test on the first Saturday of
each month at 11:00am. LaPorte County wide
net is 146.610, and Michigan City Local is on
146.970. Early warning sirens saves lives, and
we need your help each month to assure they
are working. For more information contact Jim
KBOMAS or Ken N9ZIP.

Saturday M orning Breakfest isheld at Jenny
Rae'sat 8:00am in themor ning. Comeand
join somegood friendsand club member sfor
breakfest. Thenumbersaregrowing, and
seatsfill fast.

TheHarbor Beam ispublished the Satur day,
befor ethe next monthly club meeting, 12 times
each year, by theMichigan City Amateur Radio
Club, P.O. Box 148 Michigan City, Indiana
46361, for it’smembersand thoseinterested.
Inquiresand submissionsshould besent tothe
Harbor Beam Editor at our e-mail address
wlly@woly.org.



Michigan City Amateur Radio Club

4 2006 MCARC
= Amateur of the Year

ﬁWF:FlD Troy Harrison, KC9E

Thisyear Troy was selected, because of his
dedication totheclub, for all of histime, and
hard work. Last year Troy took on amajor
undertakingfor theclub. Ashisroleas
Treasurer hecomputerized all of theclub’s
financial records. Alongwith hiswife, to-
gether they have prepaired meny of the
documentsneeded for theClub’s501 c. This
year hewasplanningtorun for the office of
Vice President. Because of theamount of
work that still need to bedoneastheTrea-
sure, hechosetoremain in that officeto
finishthejab.

No oneasked Troy todo this. Hesimply
saw aneed and did what needed to bedone.

NAME THISAMATEUR

If you can namethisAmateur, you win. The
winner should watch their mail.

L ast month we stumped everyone, and no
onewon.

AMATEUR RADIOINTHE MOVIES

Contact (1997 film) starring Jodie Foster playing
Dr. Arroway, openswith theheroineoperating a
ham radiotransceiver asachild, usingthe
callsign WI9GFO. Shelater becomesare-

sear cher workingin SETI.

Who knowsmaybeour own KC9GFO might
makeit in themovies.

The Christmas Spirt

L ast month weheld our annual Christamsparty.
Wehad 27 member sand guestsattend this
holiday event. Everyoneonehad agreat time.
Somehow spending theholidayswith friendsis
almost asgood as spending them with thefamily.
Thisyear Ken Osborne, N9Z1P donated afew
door prizesfor thisevent.

Inkeepingwith theHoliday Sprit, club members
voted todonatefivehundred dollar sto Queen
Of All SaintsChurchtohelp repair thier failing
heating system. For the past few years, Queen’s
hasdonated totheclub aroom to hold our
monthly meetings. Member sfelt it wasa good
chancefor usto give something back.




AMATEUR WORD OF THE MONTH _ ECC SITESHAM

Radio Wave Propagation

Backscatter: A useful form of propagation
which mostly occur swhen themaximum
usablefrequency (M UF) risesabove

30M Hz. Duringtheseconditions, when radio
wavesreach theionosphere (usually the F2-
layer), they arereflected towardstheearth’s
surfaceat alarger detectable continuum of
anglesthan usual. In other wor ds, adetect-
ablefraction of aradiosignal isnowre-
flected at avery sharp angleback into
region just surroundingthetransmitting
station but usually beyond therange of
ground wave communications(i.e., blind
zone). Therefore, backscatter signalsare
hear d within aradiusof 2000km from the
transmitting station. Backscatter signalsare
gener ally weaker than thenor mal reflected
radiowavesand during periodsof low solar
flux, only radio stationsusing dir ectional
antennascan producereadablesignals.
However, during periodsof very high solar
flux, even small stationsusing 10 Wattsand
vertical ground planeantennasmay produce
readable signals. Backscatter signalsare
generally very stableand rarely influenced
by QSB. Finally, backscatter signalsare
easily recognized asa*“ hollow” or “barrel-
like” sound originating from theexpected
blind zonesof aradio station.

SKYWARN NEWS

March 13th, Basic Severe Weather Spotter
Trainingfor LaPorteCounty. Timesare
3:00pm and 6:30 pm at PNC.

Thisyear wewill annoucenew pilot program
for non-amateur sto send usweather reports.
Traditionally when you think of Skywarn you
think of Ham Radio. Thisyear wehopeto
involvethepublicmore.

FCC citesaPennsylvaniaradio amateur for
failuretolD: TheFCC’sPhiladelphiaField
Officehasissued aformal Notice of Violation to
aPennsylvaniaradioamateur for failureto
identify in atimely manner. The Commission
released the NoV toAndrew Ban, KB3GRK, of
Feasterville, on December 20. The notice says
that on September 12 and 13, 2006, an agent of
the FCC’sPhiladelphiaofficemonitored
KB3GRK’stransmissionson 439.850 MHz and
observed that the operator failed toidentify for
nearly onehour in oneinstanceand for more
than 20 minutesin the second. 897.119(a) of the
Amateur Radio Servicerulesrequiresstations
toidentify “at theend of each communication,
and at least every 10 minutesduringacommuni-
cation.” TheFCC hasadvised Ban that hemust
submit within 20 daysawritten statement ad-
dressingthealleged violationsand action taken
to precluderecurrence. Theissuance of an NoV
appearstobeadeparturefromtheFCC
Enforcement Bureau’stypical practiceof ad-
dressing such alleged infractionswith an advi-
sory letter.

Thetwo M CARC repeator shave safeguar dsto
help prevent thisfrom happening. One, the
repeator will 1D every ten minutesduring a
QSO. Thiscould act asareminder for ustoalso
I D. Secondly therepeator swill timeout ter mi-
natingthetransmission if you QSO tolong.

Whilethisisnot aprobleminour area, we
wanted toremind everyonethat the FCC does
listenin fromtimetotime.

Give us your
Feedback

Visit uson theweb at: http://w9ly.org

Or E-Mail usat: wOly@w9ly.org



