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HAPPY NEW YEAR

> [he Front Page

Now that theholidaysareover, it istime
for usto cometogether and get towork.
2008 should provetobevery exciting and
asalways, fun. Twoof our fundraisersare
just around thecorner. Weneed your help
if theclub isto grow. Beforeyou know it,
Field Day will behereand wearealready
making plans, alongwith our end of sum-
mer party. Weask that you plantoattend
each meetingin themonthsto come. Allot
of information will begiven at these meet-
ings, but wecan’t doit with out you. L ast
year theclub decided to moveforward.
Now isthetimeto buckledown and goto
wor k. Just think what we could doasclub
if everyonedonated afew hoursrather
thenjust let afew doall thework.

H& R BLOCK Fundraiser page4
SKYWARN Weather Net opened page4

ANNUAL DUESARE DUE!

Your member ship duesof $12.00isnow due,
$6.00 for students.

Duescan bepaid at the club meeting, or
mailed to our P.O. Box. Duesremained
unchanged in 2008.

MEETING NOTICE:

TheMichigan City Amateur Radio next
meetingisJanuary 16th @ 7:30 pm at
Queen Of All Saints Schooal,
Woodland and Barker, Michigan City.

ARES& SKYWARN Information Netsareon
Thursday Nightsat 8:00pm. Pleasecheck in
and show your support, or even just to seeif
your radio still works. Netsareheld on
146.970the WOLY repeater.

SIREN TESTS
Michigan City and LaPorte County conduct the
Emergency siren test on the first Saturday of
each month at 11:00am. LaPorte County wide
net is 146.610, and Michigan City Local is on
146.970. Early warning sirens saves lives, and
we need your help each month to assure they
are working. For more information contact Jim
KBO9MAS or Ken N9ZIP.

Saturday M orning Breakfest isheld at
Memo’sat 8:00am in themorning. Comeand
join somegood friendsand club member sfor
breakfest. Thenumber saregrowing, and
seatsfill fast.

TheHarbor Beam ispublished the Satur day,
beforethe next monthly club meeting, 12 times
each year, by theMichigan City Amateur Radio
Club, P.O. Box 148 Michigan City, Indiana
46361, for it’smembersand thoseinterested.

I nquiresand submissionsshould besent tothe
Harbor Beam Editor at our e-mail address

wlly@w9ly.org.



Michigan City Amateur Radio Club

§ 2007 MCARC
Amateur of the Year

Todd & Barb Miller
NORKY & NOVLT

Thisyear with several nominationsreceived,
Todd and Barb Miller was selected asthis
year’sAmateur of theYear. Todd isour
ARES sEmergency Coordinator, Vice
President and Net Manager. Barb isthe
club’sSecretary and Internet Chair per son.
Haveyou wonder ed why our web pages|ook
sogreat? It wasBarb who designed the
pages. They devotealot of their timeto
amateur radioand theclub. Theaward was
giventothem at our annual ChristmasParty,
CongratulationsTodd and Barb.

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

And you complain your job?You should try
changingtheselight bulbsfor aliving.

MCARC’S
HALL OF FAME

2007 Todd and Barb Miller, N9RKY, NOVLT
2006 Troy Harrison, KC9E

2005 Ron and Rowena Sahoviak

2004 Ken Osborne, N9ZI P

2004 Dan Vander plough, K9RQ

Whowill step up and win thisaward for 2008?

New to Thursday’s Nets

Recently our 2M and 70 cm repeaterswere
linked together allowingtrafficto be passed
between both systems. Now you can check in to
the Thursday Night Net held on the WOLY
repeater from2M, 70cmor viaECHO LINK.

Thereisashort delay in keying up both systems,
so when you arecheckingin, key up for 1 sec
beforetalking. Thiswill allow all of your trafficto
be passed to both systems.

TheThursday night net isnow opened tothe
world.



CFL - Compact Flourescent
Lamps & RFI

Unlike conventional incandescent bulbs,
thedectroniccircuitry (electronic ballast)
in CFLsgenerateradiofrequency interfer-
ence (RFI). Dependingon wherethey are
installed, thismay not bea problem, or it
may be so severe, you will beunableto use
CFL snear someapplications. They will
interferewith most radioreceivers, particu-
larly AM (AmplitudeM odulation) radios.
You may beabletomitigatethisby moving
theradiofarther away from the CFL, and/
or pluggingtheradio, TV or other device
receivingtheinterferenceintoadifferent
outlet or branch circuit. CFLswill render
someremote controlled devicesinoper able.
While CFL scomplieswith Part 18 of the
FCC rulesthey may causeinterference
withradios.

Do not install CFL’s near critical
communication equipment or
equipment operating between 0.45-

30 MHz.

Whilethey may save money on theelectric
bill, the RFI onyour radio could increase
wipingout your receiver. If you havea
burglar/firealarm system that useswire-
lessmodules, such asmotion detectorsor
door /window sensorsor smokedetectors,
the RFI generated by some CFL smight
causethealarm system to malfunction.
Sincethiscould createadangeroussitua-
tion, use CFL swith caution in theseenvi-
ronments.

_YABBA DABBA DO!

In last monthsopinion poll theresultsarein.
Thepoll was, “1 would liketo seethefollowing
activitiesmorepersued.”

L ocal Amateur sresponded asfollows:

Fox Hunts 9%
Repeater Networ k Expansion 13.6%
Unique Experiments4.5%
Kit Building 4.5%

Club Contesting 9%

Club Socials18.1%
Elmering 13.6%

Licensing Classes 18.1%
Brat & Burger Cook Off 9%

What isyour YABBA DABBA DO?

Check out our new opinion poll. If you havenot
signed up yet, it iseasy. Visit http://w9ly.or g/
yabb and register. We havereceived several
pollsfrom our memberswhich will belisted in
thenext few months. Join and tell uswhat you
think. No onebut you will know how you voted
on any poll. Wenow have 24 members.

Again wehad another great turn out for our
annual ChristmasParty. Wehad 20 members
and guestsattend and wehad agreat time.
Gettingtogether with friendsany timeof year
isgreat, but getting together at Christmas
helpsmakethe holidays atab morespecial.

Field Day isright around thecor ner!!!!

SHARE THE MEMORIES

TheHarbor Beam islookingfor Club History.
If you haveany old photo’sof Field Day, for mer
club members, Hamfest or club eventsfromthe
past, send them to us. Wewould liketo publish
them hereand sharethememories. Our club
hasalong history and you can sharethat by e-
mailing us.



BINGO ANYONE?

M.C.A.R.C. sfirst fund raiser isright
around thecorner. Asof presstime, we
havenot received official notification from
the state. The datewe asked for isin
February. Oncewereceivenaotification,
our web pagehaveall thedetailsand a
gpecial edition of theHarbor Beam will be
sent out.

Bingo isan event that everyone can have
fun playingand if you arelucky, you can
go homewith some cash.

Thisevent will requirejust afew members
torun. Our main goal of thisevent isto
raisefundsfor theclub andtohelp pre-
pareusfor our second fund-raiser whichis
the TexasHoldem Tour nament scheduled
for latespring of 2008.

Field Day 10 YearsAgo

Below isa photo of Field Day 1998. Field
Day washeld at Heston. Back then, wire
antennasran from treetotreeand we even
theboom of craneto giveusheight. Sling
Shotsand good armswas used to get the
ropesashigh aspossible.

PAYING TAXESAND
HELPING THE CLUB

Click here for more information on how you
can help our organization eam $25fhrough |
HE&R Block’s Non-Profit Referal Pl'bg‘ﬂ'l'l HE&R BLOCK

Whilethinking of doing your taxesissomething
wedon’t liketothink about. Thebanner aboveis
now on our web site. If you, your family and yours
friends, whodid not useH& R BLOCK in 2006
can haveH& R BLOCK prepareyour 2007 taxes
and H& R BLOCK will donate $25.00tothe
Michigan City Amateur Radio Club. Thisoffer is
valid for any H& R BLOCK officeacrossthe
country.

When you visit our web siteat http://w9ly.org,
click onthebanner. You will beshown aPDFfile
with full detailsand the coupon codethat must be
used in order for ustoreceivethedonation. This
isat noadditional cost tothosewho havetheir
taxesprepared by H& R BLOCK. Click the
banner and print it out.

Spread theword toall of your friendsand have
themtell their friends. Everyonehastofiletheir
taxes, you can help theclub at thesametime.

SKYWARN NET OPENED

It wasacoupleof daysbeforeChristmasand
whilemany wer ewaiting for Santatowakethem
up, during thenight, instead wer ewaken by
weather radiossounding. On December 23 around
3:30inthemorning, aGust Front rolled through
thecounty. At 3:45thetemp. was50 and mea-
sured wind gustsof 76 mph. With in thenext hour
thetemp. dropped to 27. SKYWARN opened a
weather net with damagereportsof treesand
power linesdown through out the county. As
reportsstarted tofunnel intotheNWS, theNWS
starting issuing war nings, totheeast, in advance
of theGust Front. Eveninwinter, your reportsdo
makeadifference. Evenin winter, we can have
sever ethunder storms. Remember if you don’t
liketheweather, just wait, it will change.



Understanding Radio Propaga-
tion Forecasts

Amateurs often talk about propagation
index numbers, the status of the solar
cycle and geomagnetic conditions.
Why? What do the numbers mean?
On many ham radio frequencies,
especially on HF, these factors deter-
mine whether worldwide contacts can
be made with very little effort (low
power and a modest antenna) or radio
blackout conditions exist (no contacts
possible).

The National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration (NOAA) uses
WWYV and WWVH to broadcast geo-
physical alert messages that provide
information about solar terrestrial
conditions. Geophysical alerts are
broadcast from WWV at 18 minutes
after the hour and from WWVH at 45
minutes after the hour. The messages
are less than 45 seconds in length and
are routinely updated every 3 hours.

Solar flux is a measurement of the
intensity of solar radio emissions with
a wavelength of 10.7 cm (a frequency
of about 2800 MHz. The value broad-
castis in solar flux units that range
from atheoretical minimum of about
50 to numbers larger than 300. During
the early part of the 11-year sunspot
cycle, the flux numbers are low; but
they rise and fall as the cycle pro-
ceeds. The numbers will remain high
for extended periods around sunspot
maximum. Currently the SF is averag-
ing around 77. Which basicly means
we are at the near bottom of the solar
cycle and DX conditions are poor. As
the SF number starts to rise, DX con-
ditions improve.

The A and K indices are a measurement
of the behavior of the magnetic field in
and around the Earth. The K index uses
ascale from 0to 9 to measure the
change in the horizontal component of
the geomagnetic field. The Aindex is a
daily value on a scale from 0 to 400 to
express the range of disturbance of the
geomagnetic field.

Space Weather describes the conditions
in space that affect earth and its techno-
logical systems. Space weather is a
consequence of the behavior of the sun,
the nature of Earth’s magnetic field and
atmosphere, and our location in the solar
system.

Space Weather storms observed and
expected are characterized using the
NOAA Space Weather scales. The abbre-
viated table below shows the levels of
activity that are included in the an-
nouncements and the associated termi-
nology. The descriptor used to identify
observed or expected conditions is the
maximum level reached or predicted.

NOAA Space Weather Scales

Geomagnetic Storms

G5 - G1 EXTREME TO MINOR
Solar Radiation Storms

S5 - S1 EXTERME TO MINOR
Radio Blackouts

R5 - R1 EXTERME TO MINOR

Our web page now shows the current
propagation index numbers. Good news,
the SFis starting rise. Royal Observatory
of Belgium said that Solar Cycle 24 has
arrived. Come on 10 meters!



