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Forgot tosend in your Club Dues? Therestill
istime. Annual duesare $12.00/$6.00 for
students. If you can’t attend the meeting,
please mail your duestotheclub’sP.O. Box.
Currently your duesaretheonly sour ce of
incomefor theclub. Our dueshelpsto pay
for insurnce, maintaingtherepeater, our
summer eventsand theHarbor Beam.

Even with your dues, thisdoesnot cover our
annual expenses.

Weneed your support.

LIFE MEMBER

At thelast meeting RON STAHOVIAK,
NITPC becameour newest LifeMember.
Ron hasbeen amember for anumber of
years. For yearshewasthedriving force
behind our Hamfest. Ron and hiswifealso
help maintain ther epeater siteby mowing
thegrassevery year. Healso isthedriving
forcebehind our new club project. Ron
joinstwoother LifeMembers, Bob, KOET
and Phil WD9BDW. Ron joinstheranksof
a select few.

CongradulationsRon

MEETING NOTICE:
TheMichigan City Amateur Radio Club will hold
it’snext meeting Feburary 21st at 7:30pm.
Meetingsare held at Queen of All Saints School,
Woodland Ave & Barker, Michigan City.
Thismonth John Phillips, KA9PGC will havea
demostration of his“OLD TIME RADIO” which
hecalls“ TheOneTubeWonder”
ARES& SKYWARN Information Netsareon
Thursday Nightsat 8:00pm. Pleasecheck in
and show your support, or even just to seeif
your radio still works. Netsareheld on

146.970the WOLY repeater.

SIRENTESTS
Michigan City and LaPorte County conduct the
Emergency siren test on the first Saturday of
each month at 11:00am. LaPorte County wide
net is 146.610, and Michigan City Local is on
146.970. Early warning sirens saves lives, and
we need your help each month to assure they
are working. This month, all the sirens failed in
Michigan City. By Monday, the transmiiter was
repalired and placed back in service.

Saturday M orning Breakfest isheld at Jenny
Rae'sat 8:00am in themor ning. Comeand
join somegood friendsand club member sfor
breakfest. Thenumber saregrowing, and
seatsfill fast.

TheHarbor Beam ispublished the Satur day,
beforethe next monthly club meeting, 12 times
each year, by theMichigan City Amateur Radio
Club, P.O. Box 148 Michigan City, Indiana
46361, for it’smembersand thoseinterested.

I nquiresand submissionsshould besent tothe
Harbor Beam Editor at our e-mail address

wlly@w9ly.org.



Michigan City Amateur Radio Club

NAME THISAMATEUR

If you can namethisAmateur, youwin. The
winner should watch their mail.

AMATEUR RADIOINTHE MOVIES

Men of Boys Town (1941 film), isthe sequel to

BoysTown (1938 film). I n thismovie Whitey

Marsh (Mickey Rooney) hasfrequent conver sa-
tionswith hisfriend Pee Wee (Bobs\Watson) over
theamateur radiowaves. Whitey transmitsfrom
thehome of hisadoptive parents, while Pee Wee
isat theamateur radio club in BoysTown.

12:01AM Eastern Time
Friday February 23, 2007

Thecodewill bedropped offically.
Therulechangeswill grant limited HF
operating privilegestoall Technician
licensees on 80, 40, 15, and 10 meters.

Oncethenew rulestakeeffect, Technicians
can upgradeto General by passingasingle
written exam (Element 3) and toAmateur

Extraby also passingthe Element 4 written
exam. No Mor se codetest will berequired.

VE - TESTING will beheld, Monday
Febraury 26th @ 7:00pm. Thetest session
will beheld at the Red Cross Chapter
House, 113Warren Road, Michigan City.

For moreinfor mation you can e-mail theVE
Team at vec@w9ly.org. E-mailssent tothis
addresswill godirectly tothe VE Team.

Our next VE sessionswill bein May, Aug
and November on the4th Monday at
7:00pm.

Haveyou noticed, in America, spring nolonger
fallson March 21st? In 2005, for instance, the
ver nal equinox, thefir st day of springfor the
Northern Hemisphere, cameon Sunday,
March 20 at 12:33 GMT last year.

Now thisdoesn’t seem right. | mean, when we
wereall growing up, thefirst day of springwas
alwayson March 21, not Mar ch 20, right?
Now all of asudden springcomeson March
20.

How did that happen? W
1
Whileit’struethat we' vetraditionally cel-

ebrated thebeginning of springon March 21,
astronomer sand calendar manufacturersalike
now say that the spring season startsone day
earlier, March 20, in all timezonesin North
America. Unheard of ? Not if you look at the
statistics. In fact, did you know that duringthe
20th Century, March 21 wasactually the
exceptionrather thantherule? Thevernal
equinox landed on Mar ch 21, only 36 out of
100years. And from 1981 to0 2102, Americans
will celebratethefirst day of springnolater
than March 20.

Intheyears2008 and 2012, thoselivingin
Alaska, Hawaii and the Pacific, M ountain and
Central timezoneswill seespring begin even
earlier: on March 19.And in 2016, it will start
on March 19for theentire United Sates.

Sory Cont. “ Spring pp 3"



AMATEURWORD OFTHE MONTH
SKYWARN NEWS

Radio Wave Propagation

Blind Zone: Theblind zoneistheareaaround
aradio station which cannot normally be
wor ked by either ground wavesor normal
ionospheric sky waves. Usually stationsin
theblind zone can only bewor ked viainter-
mittent backscatter propagation. Thiszone
isalso called the“ skip zone” by theUS
Military.

E.. Amodeof propagation producing well
known short skip radio contactsoff the E-
layer of theionosphere. Thispropagation
occur smost frequently duringthesummer
monthswith amajor nodeoccurringduring
thesummer, aminor nodeoccurringduring
thewinter, and “valleys’ occurring around
both equinoxes. Duringthesummer, this
modeispopular duetoitshigh signal levels.
Finally, theskip distancesaregenerally
around 1000 statute miles.

F2: Themost common modeof propagation
iIssky wavesr eflected off the F2-layer of the
ionospher e; theser eflectionsar er espon-
siblefor most DX contacts.

Gray-line Theareaoccurringalongthe
sunset and sunrise zones (i.e. also called the
terminator in astronomy) isknown asthe
gray lineand it hasspecial significanceto
radio communications. Signalswhich travel
alongthisgray lineregion often experience
significant improvementsin received signal
strengthsascompar ed tothedirect shortest
distancecommunications. Thisisbecause
theradiowaveabsor bing D-layer disappears
faster than thehigher altituderadiowave
propagating F2-layer around thetime of
sunset (and vise versafor sunrise). Because
theF2-layer of theionosphereremains
strongly ionized along thisgray line, HF
signalsoften havelessattenuation when
they travel alongthegray lineascompared
tothemoredirect shorter route.

THE 2007 ADVANCED SKYWARN TRAIN-
ING isSaturday, March 10, 2007 at Elkhart
Central High School.

For moreinformation vist

http:/AMww.imaoskywar n.or g/

Spring?

Thereareafew reasonswhy seasonal dates can
vary from year toyear.

A year isnot an even number of daysand
neither arethe seasons. Totry and
achieve a value as close as possible to
theexact length of theyear, our
Gregorian Calendar wasconstructed to
giveacloseapproximation tothetropical
year whichistheactual length of timeit
takesfor the Earth to completeoneor bit
around theSun. It eliminatesleap days
in century yearsnot evenly divisibleby
400, such 1700, 1800, and 2100, and
millennium year sthat aredivisibleby
4,000, such as 8000 and 12000.

Another reason isthat the Earth’sédlliptical
orbitischangingitsorientationrelative
tothe Sun (it skews), which causesthe
Earth’saxistoconstantly pointina
different direction, called precession.
Sincethe seasons are defined as begin-
ning at strict 90-degreeintervals, these
positional changesaffect thetimeEarth
reaches each 90-degreelocation in its
orbit around the Sun.

Thepull of gravity from theother planets
also affectsthelocation of theEarth in
itsor bit.

Thecurrent seasonal lengthsfor theNorth-
ern Hemisphereare:

Winter 88.994 days
Spring 92.758 days
Summer 93.651 days
Autumn 89.842 days

Asyou can see, thewarm seasons, spring and
summer, combined are 7.573 dayslonger than
thecolder seasons, fall and winter (good news
for warm weather admirers). Takethat Al Gore!



BASIC WEATHER
SPOTTER TRAINING

CQCQCQ......

L aPorte County Skywar n and National
Weather Servicewill host atwo hour class
that isright around the corner. March 12th at
3:00pm and at 6:30 pm, the National Weather
Servicewill conduct SevereWeather Spotting
Classat PurdueNorth Central’sL SF building.
Thisclassissponsored by Emergency Man-
agement, PurdueNorth Central and Skywarn.

Thefirst thing you might ask why would this
be of valueto me?

For starters, weather spotterslearn what to
look for in the sky when sever e weather
approaches. Thisknowledge could saveyour
life, or your familiesin advance of weather
warnings.

Weather reportsfrom trained spotter scan
help savelives. Even with Doppler Radar, the
National Weather Servicecan not tell what is
happening at ground level. Spotter reports
can givethe NW Sinfor mation which could
result in Warningsbeingissued tothegeneral
public.

When secondscount, your weather report
could result inawarningbeingissued eariler
that without your report.

Currently LaPorte County hasover 60resi-
dentsthat havetaken thisclass.

If you enjoy watching theweather and want to
learn more, thisisclassfor you.
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WEATHER NETS

Soon wewill thinking spring. With Spring comes
warmweather,“ YEAH!!!”

With Spring also comes severeweather.

Weather Netsfor LaPorte County areheld on
the Michigan City Repeater system 146.970
MHz. Intheevent of asystem failure, weather
nets moveto the L aPorte Repeater on 146.610
MHz. If both fail, Skywarn will movetoa
simplex frequency of 146.520 M Hz.

After the storm has passed, ARES netsmay
takeover. Aswith last years 106 mph winds,
ARESmay beoperatingon both repeaters.

Did you know, that amateur sarenot theonly
oneswho monitor our weather nets?

Because of the deciation of our spottersand
NCS's, alargenumber policeofficer sand
volunteer firefightershaveour frequency
programmed intotheir scanners. Wehave
recieved feed back from anumber of them.

They tell usour spottingreportshavebeen
mor eaccuar teand lettingthem know what is
goingon during severeweather. Thishasreally
helped them when they wor k publicevents
outdoors.

Spotter reportsarealsoforwarded to Emer-
gency Management. Thesereports can save a
coupleof minutesin issuingawarningtothe
public.

Alsothegeneral publiclistensin onthere
scannersaswill.

When ServereWeather approaches,

ARE YOU READY?



W 1AW Special Event

Friday, February 23 12:01 AM EST

“We comeWeekend”

W 1AW will beon theair all weekend for thisspecial event to celebratethe
fact that so many amateur shavegained or will earn new privilegesasa

result of therulechanges. Thestation will operatestartingat 12:01AM
Eastern Timeon Friday, February 23, continuingintotheweehours

and resuming oper ation during theday. Then W1AW will beon theair on both
daysof theweekend, from 10AM until 5PM — per hapslonger asconditions
and enthusiasm dictate.”

Operation will beon both SSB and CW. W 1AW oper ator swill concentratetheir
activitieson the Technician and General classHF subbands. On SSB, the

station will useitsnormal phonefrequencies— 1.855, 3.990, 7.290, 14.290, 18.160 and
21.390 MHz. On 10 meters, W1AW will operate SSB on or

about 28.480 MHz.

Operatingwill becasual unlesspileupsdevelop. The pur pose
istowelcomenewcomer sto new privileges.

"First Contact” certificateswill beavailableaspart of thisevent. ARR L
invitesanyonemakingafirst contact or first HF contact to enter the

contact information on theARRL “ WelcomeWeekend” Web siteand receivea
certificateinreturn. “1f thefirst contact iswith W1AW wewill also be
includingaW 1AW QSL card for thecontact.”




