HARBOR BEAM

Michigan City Amateur Radio Club
February 2008
146.970 / 441.950
Echolink Node: 19301

P.O. Box 148, Michigan City, Indiana 46361
WEBPAGE: http://w9ly.org

at's
w7

EMAIL:wOly@w9ly.org
A 501 (c) (3) Public Charity # 35-1390856

> [he Front Page

At our next club meeting John Jones,
Michigan City EM A will beour guest
speaker.

Also ClaudetteHarrison will bea guest
speaker at our next meeting. Shewill be
talking about Amateur Radio and Tax
deductions. Did you know that your radios
maybetax deductable? Shewill tell you
how. Claudetteworksfor H& R Block.

At thismeetingwewill updateeveryone
onthisyearsfund raisers.

At our meeting, wewill also have coupons
for $25.00 off for having your taxesdone
at H& R Block.

MEETING NOTICE:

TheMichigan City Amateur Radio next
meetingisFebruary 20th @ 7:30 pm at
Queen Of All Saints Schooal,
Woodland and Barker, Michigan City.

ARES& SKYWARN Information Netsareon
Thursday Nightsat 8:00pm. Pleasecheck in
and show your support, or even just to seeif
your radio still works. Netsareheld on
146.970the WOLY repeater.

SIREN TESTS
Michigan City and LaPorte County conduct the
Emergency siren test on the first Saturday of
each month at 11:00am. LaPorte County wide
net is 146.610, and Michigan City Local is on
146.970. Early warning sirens saves lives, and
we need your help each month to assure they
are working. For more information contact Bob
Snith N9ROM or Ken N9ZIP.

ANNUAL DUESARE DUE!

Your member ship duesof $12.00isnow due,
$6.00for students.

Duescan bepaid at the club meeting, or
mailed to our P.O. Box. Duesremained
unchanged in 2008.

Saturday M orning Breakfest isheld at
Memo’sat 8:00am in themorning. Comeand
join somegood friendsand club member sfor
breakfest. Thenumber saregrowing, and
seatsfill fast.

TheHarbor Beam ispublished the Satur day,
beforethe next monthly club meeting, 12 times
each year, by theMichigan City Amateur Radio
Club, P.O. Box 148 Michigan City, Indiana
46361, for it’smembersand thoseinterested.

I nquiresand submissionsshould besent tothe
Harbor Beam Editor at our e-mail address

wlly@w9ly.org.



Michigan City Amateur Radio Club

2008 Weather Spotter Class

L aPorte County Emer gency M anagement,
PurdueNorth Central and L aPorte County
SKYWARN will behosting our annual
spotter class. Thisyear it will beheld
March 14th. We have two classes, one at
3:00 pm and a second at 6:30 pm. Classes
will beheld at PurdueNorth Central inthe
L SF Building.

You know Springisherewhen wehost a
class. With Spring comesthestart of our
sever e weather season. Thisclassis open
tothegeneral public. Spotterswhodid not
attend a classlast year should attend this
year tokeep current.

Mark your calendars, thisistheonly
annoucement intheHarbor Beam.

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

Thepicturebelowisfrom D& D Communi-
cationsat 13444 L Street, OmahaNE. The
customer complained of poor TX and poor
RX.We' veall seen the CBer’s coathanger
whips, and radio antennas, but thisone
probably takesthe cake.

Photo & Sory from Hamsexy.com

CLUBHISTORY
REVISTED

Michigan City Hamfest 10 year ago next
month. Our Hamfest washeld at theMichigan
City High School for years. When the school
wasremodeled, wewer efor ced to move be-
cause the open space we enjoyed wasgone. In
theabovephoto, two memberssat in thehall-
way collecting admissions.

Send usyour photo’s, wewould liketoshare
them. When sending usa photo, please givea
brief description of photo and the event.

It’sTax TimeAgain

Did you know, that if you have H& R Block
prepareyour taxesthisyear, H& R Block will
donate $25.00 to our club. We even have cou-
ponsfor $25.00 off.

When visiting our web site, click ontheH& R
Block banner and print the PDFfile. Takethe
flyer with you toH& R Block and they will enter
our donation code.

Alsoour clubis501(c) (3). You can makedona-
tionstotheclub and you may lower your tax bill.



SPRING ISNEAR _YABBA DABBA DO!

Beforeweknow it, theweather will be
war mer. Thedaysaregetting longer,
and with that bringsThunder storms
and severeweather. Whilewe have
amateur radiotocommunicateand
send weather reports, thelong standing
question hasbeen, how can trained
spotter sand non-amateur ssend
weather observationsinreal time?
Recently we came acr oss a new soft-
war eprogram that allowsanyoneto
send weather reports.

http:/AMww.wxspots.com

W Xspotsisfreeto download, easy to
use, and meetsthe standar dsset fourth
by the National Weather Service.
Whilethe NW Sdoesnot monitor this
data, local NCS'sand EOC’srunning
weather netswill havethisapplication
running. Anyoneusingthisapplication
will havetheir report postedinreal
time. Urgent reportsposted can be
seen by theNCS'sand theinfor mation
can besent out over theair,and re-
layed to NWS.

L aPorte County hasover 60trained
Spotters, but only afraction of them
areAmateurs. May beyou know
someonewhoisinterested in the
weather, or may smply want toknow
what ishappeninglocally. Thisis
application may befor them.

Spread theword, sharethelink. This
only worksif it used and reportssent.

RACESwill behavingan informational
meeting on Wednesday M ar ch 5th at 6:30
pm. It will beheld at Michigan City, City
Hall. All amateur sarewelcometo attend
and seewhat RACESisall about.

In last monthsopinion poll theresultsarein.
Thepoll was, “ What isyour favoriteon air
activity?” Local Amateur sresponded asfollows
with 24 votes:
DXing 20.8% Sh
Contesting 0.0%
County Hunting 0.0%
Rag Chew 25%
Traffic Nets 0.0%
Weather Nets 20.8%
ARES Nets 12.5%
Weekly Nets 20.8%
What isyour YABBA DABBA DO?

Check out our new opinion poll. If you havenot
signed up yet, it iseasy. Visit http://w9ly.or g/
yabb and register. We haverecieved several
pollsfrom our member swhich will belisted in
thenext few months. Join and tell uswhat you
think. No onebut you will know how you voted
on any poll. Just another servicefrom MCARC.

IDHS'RACESSTATE
WIDE TEST

January 19th wasthe Semi-Annual statewide
communicationstest. Wehad 13 check-insfor
thelocal net. Contact with W9SEM at IDHS
was madeon BPSK 31, 40M, 80M and
EchoLink.

Thiswasthefirst timelDHShad a statewide
link up on EchoLink. 147.285and 147.105was
linked statewide. KC9GFO wastheNCS, John
PhillipsK ASPGC and Todd Miller N9RK'Y
helped in making contactswith WOSEM.

John Jones, M CEM A thanks everyonewho
took part inthetest.

Amateur Radioon YouTube

http:/Amww.youtube.com/
watch?v=UK d5hupXJVo& featur e=related

Submitted by Allen JonesW9DZ



